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To further examine the activities, responsibilities and actions of TNCs, as well as local businesses,
operating in conflict-prone, political risky areas, a scientific workshop will be convened by the Center
for Security Studies (CSS) / ETH Zurich, swisspeace, and Peace Research Institute in Frankfurt (PRIF/
HSFK). This meeting will take place on 13-14 November 2011 at the Europainstitute in Basel — bringing
together an intimate group of roughly 30 experts to present papers and debate findings from various
academic perspectives such as political science, anthropology, peace and conflict studies, business
ethics, and law. Following this workshop, on Tuesday, 15 November 2011 swisspeace will hold its annual
conference in Bern to continue with the discussion from a more practical point of view. Though the
workshop is restricted to invited speakers, the conference in Bern is open to the public.

Combined, this unique workshop-conference approach is anchored by 2 core objectives — first, to bring
various experts and interested parties together to exchange ideas and insights in an intimate setting
and, second, to facilitate new research on the role of business actors in conflict that bridges science with
policy. Conference proceedings will be published on the swisspeace website and selected papers from
the workshop will be published in an edited volume.
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