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The aim of this doctoral research project is to provide a better understanding of the nexus between youth
and state making in Guinée Forestière, a marginal and understudied region of the West African state
Guinea.
Youth is an important social category to understand contemporary transformations on the African conti-
nent. The recent conflicts in Sierra Leone, Liberia and Côte d’Ivoire have often been interpreted as youth
crises or generational conflicts. However, youth has rarely been related to the state and, more particular-
ly, processes of state making and state formation. This holds particularly true for Guinea, whose political
dynamics have been strongly influenced by the past civil wars in neighboring Sierra Leone, Liberia and
Côte d’Ivoire. In the framework of this doctoral research project, I intend to elaborate a more refined
understanding of the political roles played by youth in Guinée Forestière. For this purpose, I will produce
an ethnography of both youth organizations and local state institutions as they are manifest in this par-
ticular region of Guinea. Both youth and the state are conceptualized as social actors that express and
reproduce material realities and symbolic imaginaries in their daily lives. Of particular interest are the
social processes by which youth involves in state making and/or fulfills key state roles.
The proposed research will be carried out in the prefecture of Guéckédou, situated in the wider border
region of Sierra Leone and Liberia. The expected results will make a contribution to the scholarly litera-
ture on youth and state building in Africa and produce an in-depth ethnography of youth aspirations and
their role in state making in a largely under-researched region of West Africa.
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