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against infringements against life and limb are important human needs. Moreover, public security has
become a salient policy issue in the context of terrorism and now features prominently in the news.
This project seeks to contribute to a better understanding of providing public security. In particular, we
address in a broad analytical context the contribution of camera surveillance to public security.

Camera surveillance of public and private spaces is probably the most rapidly spreading and, at the same
time, one of the most controversial instruments in security policy today. Previous scientific coverage of
the topic lacks a comprehensive, systematic analysis of the behavioral reactions of the involved actors
as well as the resulting consequences from a rational choice perspective, incorporating insights from
other behavioral sciences.

There exist a number of studies evaluating the impact of camera surveillance on crime. However, they
are concentrated on the United Kingdom, often do not meet scientific standards and present conflicting
evidence of effectiveness. The core block of our research seeks to provide a theoretical and empiri-
cal analysis of the impact of camera surveillance on public security based on the following questions:
(i) How effectively does camera surveillance reduce illegitimate or indecent behavior? (ii) How is cam-
era surveillance perceived by the public and how effectively does it contribute to subjective security?
(iii) Is this form of institutionalized control accompanied by undesired substitution effects and adverse
behavioral responses?

In Switzerland, camera surveillance is rapidly spreading in public transportation. In the project, new ev-
idence will be generated from an evaluation of camera surveillance in major Swiss railway stations and
trains. This evaluation is possible due to the collaboration with the Swiss Federal Railways (SBB). The
analysis will be based on extensive data sources: (i) Data on all recorded security-related incidents in
trains and railway stations; (ii) survey data on subjective security of users of the Swiss public transporta-
tion system; and (iii) survey data gathered continuously on various quality-related aspects, including
safety and cleanliness, in trains and railway stations.

Additional hypotheses will be approached in a systematic field study following the introduction of camera
surveillance in a further railway station as well as in a case study covering the introduction of camera
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surveillance in a Swiss city center. For the evaluation as well as the experimental study, the tool kit of
applied econometrics will be used. The sequential introduction of camera surveillance will allow a study
design that identifies the effect of camera surveillance based on variation between locations over time.

The proposed research will rely on a behavioral economics perspective rooted in rational choice theory
and social psychology. It draws on existing research in the economic analysis of crime. The planned
project is seen both as a contribution to high-level scientific research as well as to important ongoing
policy debates.ă
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