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Recurrent disease outbreaks caused by a range of emerging and resurging pathogens over the past
decade reveal major gaps in public health preparedness, detection, and response systems in Africa.
Underlying causes of recurrent disease outbreaks include inadequacies in the detection of new infec-
tious disease outbreaks in the community, in rapid pathogen identification, and in proactive surveillance
systems. In sub-Saharan Africa, where 70% of zoonotic outbreaks occur, there remains the perennial
risk of outbreaks of new or re-emerging pathogens for which no vaccines or treatments are available. As
the Ebola virus disease, COVID-19, and mpox (formerly known as monkeypox) outbreaks highlight, a
major paradigm shift is required to establish an effective infrastructure and common frameworks for pre-
paredness and to prompt national and regional public health responses to mitigate the effects of future
pandemics in Africa.
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