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Governments and administrations at all levels play a central role in shaping sustainable development.
Over the past 30 years, many have developed differentiated sustainability governance arrangements
(SGAs) to incorporate sustainability into their governing practice. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-
velopment, which the UN adopted in 2015, brings with it some significant conceptual shifts in sustainabil-
ity thinking that, in turn, entail new governance requirements. Starting from practical calls for improved
understanding of the requirements and conditions of 2030 Agenda implementation ’on the ground,’ this
article examines existing SGAs’ potential to deal with the generational shift that the 2030 Agenda im-
plies. To this end, four ideal-typical SGAs representing an early generation of sustainability governance
at the subnational level in Switzerland are related to five specific governance requirements emerging
from the 2030 Agenda. The analysis highlights different possibilities and limitations of the four SGAs to
meet 2030 Agenda requirements and points to the need for context-specific reforms of first-generation
sustainability governance in the wake of the new Agenda.
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