X
7\|,§|/< Universitat

X\ Basel

Research Project

Dissertation Kocher: Development through insurance — The postcolonial
formation of the insurance industry in Nigeria and Cameroon

Project funded by own resources

Project title Dissertation Kocher: Development through insurance — The postcolonial formation of the
insurance industry in Nigeria and Cameroon

Principal Investigator(s) Lengwiler, Martin ;

Project Members Kocher, Eva Ariane ;

Organisation / Research unit

Departement Geschichte / Neuere Allgemeine Geschichte (Lengwiler)

Project Website https://bgsh.geschichte.unibas.ch/projekte/projekt-detail/?L=12121121121212 .1&tx_bgshprojectsext_
%5Baction%5D=show&tx_bgshprojectsext_projects¥%5Bcontroller%5D=Project&cHash =4c1af2f61c3a4a6019bed5997
Project start 01.10.2018

Probable end 01.10.2022

Status Completed

This doctoral dissertation focuses on the diffusion, politicisation and the impact of insurance in view of
the economic and social development of Nigeria and Cameroon. The period examined stretches from
the emergence of the Third-World-Project (Prashad 2012) , throughout the period of decolonisation and
state-building up to the early 1980s and the advent of the debt crisis and structural adjustment in West
and Central Africa. With this timeline encircling the immediate post-independence era, the project aims
at analysing the dynamics of decolonisation and the development of the African insurance industry,
how insurance was a crucial instrument in both, the state-building process as well as in the context of
economic development and international cooperation. The project focuses on the policies and market
development of two African countries in particular, Nigeria and Cameroon, both of which emerged as
significant insurance markets and locations of crucial organisations for the regional insurance Industry.
The analysis follows a transnational approach and thereby includes multiple international and regional
organizations, their policies and activities in sub-Saharan Africa as well as initiatives from the private
sector and their entanglement.

This thesis asks how late colonial policies shaped service economies, simultaneously, the impact of
decolonisation will be closely analysed. How did post-colonial policies transform the insurance markets in
sub-Saharan Africa? How did inter-African initiatives such as the African Insurance Organization,aAfrica
ReaoraCICA arise andashape the Nigerian and Cameroonian insurance markets? The project will also
investigate how both, foreign and local insurance companies coped with shifting challenges, obstacles
and regulations.
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