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Who remembers what, why, where and when? While the dominant Hashemite (Arab) nationalist and
colonial narrative has long attempted to erase the Ottoman imprint on modern politics, culture, diplo-
macy and education in Iraq and Jordan, this research project examines the production of (counter-)
memories on the Ottomans in various layers of society, between the collapse of the Empire after the
First World War and the establishment of two Hashemite sister monarchies, until the failure of the Arab
federation of Iraq and Jordan in 1958. The main objective of this research project is threefold: 1- identify
typologies, profiles and group formations of people who produced their own narratives on the Ottomans,
2- examine the impact of the surrounding social and political context in the production of these memories,
and 3- discuss their motives. A number of factors are taken into account, among which the socioeconom-
ic, generational, colonial, educational, ethno-religious, and the gender factor. Members of the research
team analyze periodicals, memoirs, textbooks and historiographical production in Iraq and Jordan, as
well as official correspondences, reports and legal documents, available in various archival institutions
and libraries, in the Middle East, Europe and the USA. Dealing with memory from the standpoint of the
present in which it is produced - rather than as natural remains of an uncontested past - offers a new
and innovative way to look at the mandate and early state period when the modern Middle East as we
know it today took shape, as it constitutes a privileged insight into societal values and concerns of the
period examined.
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