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Selecting peer reviewers is a crucial stage of the editorial process that ensures the quality of scholar-
ly publications. An alternative to selecting peer reviewers from data bases created with expressions of
interest of volunteers consists in systematically searching PubMed for similar articles and inviting their
authors to act as peer reviewers. Although this process might identify more appropriate peers, it also
can increase the time of the editorial process. In 2018, Pharmacy Practice had to invite 4.70 (SE=0.33)
potential reviewers per one accepting. The time from the first reviewer invitation to the last reviewer re-
port received was 61 days (SE=2.1). These figures confirm the existence of a peer review crisis which
is significantly increasing the publication delay.
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