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Sulfoxide synthases are nonheme iron enzymes that catalyze oxidative carbon-sulfur bond formation be-
tween cysteine derivatives and N-α-trimethylhistidine as a key step in the biosynthesis of thiohistidines.
The complex catalytic mechanism of this enzyme reaction has emerged as the controversial subject of
several biochemical and computational studies. These studies all used the structure of the γ-glutamyl
cysteine utilizing sulfoxide synthase, MthEgtB from Mycobacterium thermophilum (EC 1.14.99.50), as a
structural basis. To provide an alternative model system, we have solved the crystal structure of CthEgtB
from Chloracidobacterium thermophilum (EC 1.14.99.51) that utilizes cysteine as a sulfur donor. This
structure reveals a completely different configuration of active site residues that are involved in oxygen
binding and activation. Furthermore, comparison of the two EgtB structures enables a classification of all
ergothioneine biosynthetic EgtBs into five subtypes, each characterized by unique active-site features.
This active site diversity provides an excellent platform to examine the catalytic mechanism of sulfoxide
synthases by comparative enzymology, but also raises the question as to why so many different solu-
tions to the same biosynthetic problem have emerged.
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