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Asymmetric information between voters and legislative representatives poses a major challenge to the
functioning of representative democracy. We examine whether representatives are more likely to serve
long-term campaign donors instead of constituents during times of low media attention to politics. Com-
bining data on campaign finance donations made by individuals and special interest groups with infor-
mation on their preferences for particular bills, we construct novel measures of electoral and organized
interests pressure that representatives face with regard to specific legislative votes. In our analysis based
on 490 roll calls between 2005 and 2014 in the US House of Representatives, we find strong evidence
that representatives are more likely to vote with special interests and against constituency interests when
the two are in conflict. Importantly, the latter effect is significantly larger when there is less attention on
politics. Thereby, we draw on exogenous newsworthy shock events that crowd out news on the legisla-
tive process, but are themselves not related to it. The opportunistic behavior seems not to be mediated
by short-term scheduling of sensitive votes right after distracting events.
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