
Publication

Overstrained Citizens?

Discussion paper / Internet publication

ID 4486508
Author(s) Stutzer, Alois; Baltensperger, Michael; Meier, Armando N.
Author(s) at UniBasel Stutzer, Alois ; Baltensperger, Michael ; Meier, Armando Nicolas ;
Year 2018
Month and day 10-04
Title Overstrained Citizens?
Series title WWZ Working Papers
Volume 2018
Number 25
Pages 59
Publisher / Institution WWZ
Keywords Collaborative tax evasion, evasion rent, field experiment
We study how the number of ballot propositions affects the quality of decision making in direct democ-
racy, as reflected in citizens’ knowledge, voting behavior, and attitudes toward democracy. Using three
comprehensive data sets from Switzerland with over 3,500 propositions, we exploit variation in the num-
ber of federal propositions and plausibly exogenous variation in the number of cantonal propositions.
Only with a relatively high number of propositions on the ballot do voters have less knowledge about
federal propositions. Otherwise, we find no indication that the number of ballot propositions impedes
the quality of decision making in direct democracy. For instance, a higher number of propositions does
not lead more voters to support proposals endorsed by pole parties. If anything, having more federal
propositions on the ballot relates to higher perceived political influence and satisfaction with democracy.
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