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Leadership walkrounds (WRs) are widely used in health care organizations to improve patient safety.
This retrospective, cross-sectional study evaluated the association between WRs and caregiver assess-
ments of patient safety climate and patient safety risk reduction across 49 hospitals in a nonprofit health
care system. Linear regression analyses using units’ participation in WRs were conducted. Survey re-
sults from 706 hospital units revealed that units with ≥ 60% of caregivers reporting exposure to at least
1 WR had a significantly higher safety climate, greater patient safety risk reduction, and a higher propor-
tion of feedback on actions taken as a result of WRs compared with those units with <60% of caregivers
reporting exposure to WRs. WR participation at the unit level reflects a frequency effect as a function of
units with none/low, medium, and high leadership WR exposure.
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