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Inatheasustainabilityadiscourseaweafindamuchadisagreementaaboutatheaideadofasustainabilityaresultinga
ind thea unsatisfactorya situationa thata different,a ora evena contradictory,a policiesa area provideda
asa contrim butionsa toa aa sustainablea development.a Inad thea sustainabilitya sciencesa wea area fac-
inga ana analoguea situationa sincea wea doa nota havea cleara criteriad toa decidea whethera aa re-
searcha projecta contributesa toa thesea sciencesa ora nota (1).a Examininga variousa strategiesa toa
solvea thea challengea ofa arbitrarinessa wea arguea toa adopta aa metamperspectivea (2).a Ina thea
centrala parta ofa thisa paper,a wea thusa describea aa formala frameworka fora theoriesa ofa sustain-
abilitya consistinga ofa fundamentala anda practicala modulesa (3).a Subm sequently,a wea visualisea
thea framework’sa functionalitya bya thea discussiona ofa aa managementa rulea (4).a Wea concludea
thata thea frameworka strengthensa sustainabilitya sciencesa anda itsa selfmconceptiona insofara asa
thea proposeda frameworka providesa ana instrumenta toa decidea ifa ad researcha projecta cana bea
counteda amongatheseasciences,aandathataitamayaprovidedaahelpfuldbasisatoasolveatheapolicymproblema(s).
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