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Integrated control programs, emphasizing preventive chemotherapy along with health education, can
reduce the incidence of soil-transmitted helminthiasis and schistosomiasis. The aim of this study was
to develop an educational animated cartoon to improve school children’s awareness regarding soil-
transmitted helminthiasis, diarrheal diseases, and related hygiene practices in Côte d’Ivoire. The key
messages included in the cartoon were identified through prior formative research to specifically ad-
dress local knowledge gaps.; In a first step, preliminary research was conducted to assess the knowl-
edge, attitudes, practices, and beliefs of school-aged children regarding parasitic worm infections and
hygiene, to identify key health messages to be included in an animated cartoon. Second, an animated
cartoon was produced, which included the drafting of the script and story board, and the production
of the cartoon’s initial version. Finally, the animated cartoon was pilot tested in eight selected schools
and further fine-tuned.; According to the questionnaire results, children believed that the consumption
of sweet food, eating without washing their hands, sitting on the floor, and eating spoiled food were the
main causes of parasitic worm infections. Abdominal pain, diarrhea, lack of appetite, failure to grow, and
general fatigue were mentioned as symptoms of parasitic worm infections. Most of the children knew
that they should go to the hospital for treatment if they experienced symptoms of parasitic worm dis-
eases. The animated cartoon titled ”Koko et les lunettes magiques” was produced by Afrika Toon, in
collaboration with a scientific team composed of epidemiologists, civil engineers, and social scientists,
and the local school children and teachers. Pilot testing of the animated cartoon revealed that, in the
short term, children grasped and kept key messages. Most of the children who were shown the cartoon
reported to like it. Acceptance of the animated cartoon was high among children and teachers alike.
The messaging was tailored to improve knowledge and practices for prevention of helminthiases and
diarrheal diseases through prior identification of knowledge gaps. Integration of such education tools
into the school curriculum, along with deworming campaigns, might improve sustainability of control and
elimination efforts against helminthiases and diarrheal diseases.
Publisher Public Library of Science
ISSN/ISBN 1935-2727 ; 1935-2735
edoc-URL http://edoc.unibas.ch/57568/
Full Text on edoc No;
Digital Object Identifier DOI 10.1371/journal.pntd.0005839

https://forschdb2.unibas.ch/inf2/profiles_view/profile_view.php?pid=59e6f69743769&int=2
https://forschdb2.unibas.ch/inf2/profiles_view/profile_view.php?pid=495e6c23a7274&int=2
https://forschdb2.unibas.ch/inf2/profiles_view/profile_view.php?pid=4d5213cd0f63e&int=2
http://edoc.unibas.ch/57568/


PubMed ID http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28934198
ISI-Number WOS:000412142800017
Document type (ISI) Article

”Koko et les lunettes magiques”: an educational entertainment tool to prevent parasitic worms and diarrheal diseases in Côte
d’Ivoire

2

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28934198

