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Communicating the rationale for allocating resources to manage policy priorities and their risks is chal-
lenging. Here, we demonstrate that environmental risks have diverse attributes and locales in their ef-
fects that may drive disproportionate responses among citizens. When 2,065 survey participants de-
ployed summary information and their own understanding to assess 12 policy-level environmental risks
singularly, their assessment differed from a prior expert assessment. However, participants provided
rankings similar to those of experts when these same 12 risks were considered as a group, allowing
comparison between the different risks. Following this, when individuals were shown the prior expert
assessment of this portfolio, they expressed a moderate level of confidence with the combined expert
analysis. These are important findings for the comprehension of policy risks that may be subject to
augmentation by climate change, their representation alongside other threats within national risk as-
sessments, and interpretations of agency for public risk management by citizens and others.
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