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The treatment of dead bodies in the Late La Tène period in particular is a prominent phenomenon, the
manifestations of which break present-day taboos. Besides the interment of complete bodies in grave
fields, a variety of burials in settlements and sanctuaries are known. Skulls as well as isolated bones
showing traces of manipulation have been found in settlements, sometimes associated with refuse, rem-
iniscent of some form of ancestor worship or even anthropophagy. The coexistence of various modes
of treating the dead is a manifestation of the complexity that existed in terms of the practices that re-
volved around dead bodies. These should be analysed and interpreted as a whole and while remaining
conscious of one’s own taboos. Using the Late La Tène site of Basel-Gasfabrik (c. 150 - 80 BC) as a
case study, the research project addresses this desideratum in European Iron Age research. With its
two cemeteries and its large-scale settlement area where all the aforementioned categories of mortal
remains are represented, this well-documented site offers unique prerequisites for the study of the treat-
ment of the dead in the Late La Tène period, while taking into account for the first time its complexity
and multidimensionality. Pioneering work will also be carried out in terms of the systematic analysis of
the archaeological features which contained skeletons or parts thereof in the general settlement con-
text, while also paying attention to and reconstructing the underlying taphonomic processes. The study
follows the ’integrative archaeology’ concept with a close collaboration between archaeology, anthropol-
ogy, bioarchaeometry, geoarchaeology, archaeozoology and archaeobotany. Only within this framework
will it be possible to address questions as to whether human remains in settlements were dumped as
waste or whether they might, for example, represent the remnants of multi-stage funerary rites. The mul-
tidimensional comparison between individuals from the grave fields and those from the settlement will
constitute another central aspect of the investigations. Besides reconstructing potential ritual differences,
it will be of interest to ask whether the individuals belonged to different social groups. In this context the
great potential of bioarchaeometric and anthropological analyses will provide fundamental information
regarding hitherto unknown selection mechanisms in the treatment of the dead. The study of the human
remains from Basel-Gasfabrik promises to provide fundamental insight into the collective and individual
living conditions, the origins and the gene pool of the population, the social situation and funerary rites.
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