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This book is about the linguistic analysis of written reflective writing texts that were produced in the con-
text of medical education or medical practice. The texts were collected from medical students from the
University of Basel and the University of Nottingham, and are supplemented by a corpus of texts written
by doctors for columns published in medical journals. We [1] explore what topics and communication
skills the authors write about, how the narratives develop, how these texts are shaped, what genres in-
fluence their composition, how relational work surfaces in them and how the writers linguistically create
their identities as experts or novices. We offer our analysis as a contribution to linguistic theory as well
as to teaching in medicine.
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