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BACKGROUND: Information provision is an important step in enabling pediatric patients to participate
in healthcare. Storybooks and patient information brochures represent a channel through which chil-
dren and adolescents with cancer are informed about their illness. However, the use of such written
materials has received little academic attention. OBJECTIVE:The aim of this article was to carry out an
exploratory analysis of written information resources for pediatric cancer patients. The potential of these
to enhance patient participation will be discussed. METHODS:A convenience sample of 16 written re-
source materials in English and German were chosen for analysis. Thematic coding was carried out to
identify major themes. RESULTS:Subthemes were summarized into 3 main categories: information on
diagnosis, treatment, and illness experience. Information was provided on, for example, illness name
and etiology, diagnostic and treatment procedures, emotions, and coping strategies. CONCLUSIONS:
Storybooks and other written resources on cancer contain a broad array of information and describe
illness-related issues to a varying extent. They represent an excellent possibility to ease patient partici-
pation in healthcare by providing them with necessary information while also inviting further discussion.
IMPLICATIONS FOR PRACTICE:Nurses and other healthcare professionals can use written resource
materials to engage in discussions with pediatric patients concerning their illness. Nurses should be
aware of the information children and adolescents receive in these materials in order to be able to ade-
quately answer questions that may arise or identify misunderstandings as well as lack of information.

Publisher Lippincott Williams & Wilkins
ISSN/ISBN 0162-220X ; 1538-9804
URL http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26018819
edoc-URL http://edoc.unibas.ch/39920/
Full Text on edoc No;
Digital Object Identifier DOI 10.1097/NCC.0000000000000269
PubMed ID http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26018819
ISI-Number WOS:000371546700006
Document type (ISI) Article

https://forschdb2.unibas.ch/inf2/profiles_view/profile_view.php?pid=4de6ffa8a2596&int=2
https://forschdb2.unibas.ch/inf2/profiles_view/profile_view.php?pid=495e6c38756ff&int=2
https://forschdb2.unibas.ch/inf2/profiles_view/profile_view.php?pid=4dbe2121d1ce2&int=2
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26018819
http://edoc.unibas.ch/39920/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26018819

