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In the last two decades, performance artists repeatedly employed the streets, parks, and neighbour-
hoods of inner city Johannesburg as their stage for performative acts and happenings, responding to,
and engaging with, the democratisation of its urban space. The artists, however, act and interact differ-
ently in the urban space of Johannesburg and with its diverse audiences. This chapter presents three
different types of performance practice that can be understood as examples in a continuum ranging from
theatrical/spectacular to a sublime form that has much in common with mimicry. The argument builds
on different performance pieces and performative gestures by Steven Cohen, Athi-Patra Ruga, Ismail
Farouk, the Center for Historical Reenactments, Sello Pesa & Vaughn Sadie, and Senzeni Marasela and
brings them in relation to spatial, social, and political aspects of public space in the city of Johannesburg.
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