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Transplantation and banking of stem cells from cord blood raise different legal and ethical questions.
Who owns the cord blood? Does transplantation infringe the physical integrity of the neonate? And if
so, who has to give her or his consent? In any case, legal representation by the neonate’s guardians
has to be guided by the "welfare of the child”. Banking stem cells from cord blood may be private or
public. Private banking causes difficulties concerning the right to health care and the issues of justice
and equity. Public banking too raises complex legal issues, e.g. protection of potential recipients from
life-threating illnesses at the one hand and the right of the donor to autonomy in disclosing information
at the other.
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