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The true onset of schizophrenic disorders is often to be found a long time before the first frank man-
ifestation of full-blown psychotic symptoms. It is characterized by very unspecific changes in patients’
lives, and it often has deleterious consequences for them. Our study intends to establish an empirical
basis for a very early detection of beginning psychosis.ă Patients potentially at risk for developing a
schizophrenic psychosis are identified by a screening procedure which is based on different risk fac-
tors and indicators of a beginning psychosis as described in literature so far. In contrast to prior studies,
which were retrospective and have concentrated on single measures each, our study uses a prospective,
multilevel-approach. Patients at risk are examined cross-sectionally on different levels:ă

-ăăăăăăă genetic risk;

-ăăăăăăă psychopathological changes;

-ăăăăăăă psychosocial changes;ă

-ăăăăăăă neuropsychological status;

-ăăăăăăă neurophysiological investigations (hand movements, eye movements, prepulse inhibition, EEG);

-ăăăăăăă MRI (functional and structural).

Each individual is followed up over a period of at least five years. By comparing those patients who in
fact develop manifest psychosis during the period of observation to those who do not, the study seeks
to find a post - hoc - validation of the risk factors and indicators assumed at the beginning based on
literature and to develop a ”risk index” which will allow to identify patients at risk on an accurate empirical
basis. This index will hopefully offer clinical practitioners a guideline for predicting the risk of psychotic
decompensation and thereby for early intervention.

Keywords schizophrenia, risk factors, prodromal symptoms, early indicators, prediction, early diagno-
sis, multilevel approach, neuropsychology, neurophysiology, neuroradiology
Financed by
Other funds

https://forschdb2.unibas.ch/inf2/profiles_view/profile_view.php?pid=495e6c1c6f8b4&int=2
https://forschdb2.unibas.ch/inf2/profiles_view/profile_view.php?pid=495e6c1c0f6e4&int=2
https://forschdb2.unibas.ch/inf2/profiles_view/profile_view.php?pid=495e6c1c6b149&int=2
https://forschdb2.unibas.ch/inf2/profiles_view/profile_view.php?pid=4ae6722774344&int=2
https://forschdb2.unibas.ch/inf2/profiles_view/profile_view.php?pid=4b6abb9b9e3e3&int=2
https://forschdb2.unibas.ch/inf2/profiles_view/profile_view.php?pid=495e6c1d0fde6&int=2
https://forschdb2.unibas.ch/inf2/profiles_view/profile_view.php?pid=4ae6722770bcb&int=2
https://forschdb2.unibas.ch/inf2/profiles_view/profile_view.php?pid=495e6c1c0f6e4&int=2
http://fepsy.uhbs.ch/


Add publication

Add documents

Specify cooperation partners

ID Kreditinhaber Kooperationspartner Institution Laufzeit -

von

Laufzeit -

bis

222453 Riecher-

Rössler, Anita

Scheffler, Klaus, Head of Division Division of Radiological

Physics, University Hospital

Basel

01.03.2000 30.09.2017

222456 Riecher-

Rössler, Anita

Stippich, Christoph, Head of Divi-

sion

Division of Neuroradiology,

University Hospital Basel 01.03.2000 30.09.2017

222457 Riecher-

Rössler, Anita

McGuire, Philip, Head of the Sec-

tion of Neuroimaging

Institute of Psychiatry, Lon-

don 01.03.2000 30.09.2017

222458 Riecher-

Rössler, Anita

McGorry, Patrick, Professor Dept.

of Psychiatry

University of Melbourne

01.03.2000 30.09.2017

226393 Riecher-

Rössler, Anita

Fuhr, Peter, Head of Division;

Zimmermann, Ronan, PhD stu-

dent

Department of Neurology,

Division of Neurophysiol-

ogy, University Hospital

Basel

16.09.2009 15.06.2010

Early Detection of Psychosis (FEPSY)
2


