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Since the first survey in 1992/93, the Swiss Health Survey (SHS) has been repeated every 5 years (1997,
2002 and 2007). In the present study, dental visits (dental care utilisation within the last 12 months), oral
hygiene measures and the frequency of orthodontic treatments in the Swiss population in 2002 were
examined and dental visits were compared with the years 1992/93, 1997 and 2007. Weighted data were
analysed regarding different sociodemographic factors. From 1992 to 2002, dental visits among the 15-
74-year-old declined continuously (1992/93: 70%, 1997: 66%, 2002: 63%), whereas in 2007 a slight
increase (66%) was documented. In the survey from 2002, a large proportion (74%) of the population
stated to clean their teeth or prostheses several times a day, predominantly with a manual toothbrush,
whereas 28% applied an electric toothbrush and almost half of the respondents also used dental floss
or toothpicks. Fewer visits and less intensive oral hygiene measures were observed among the elderly,
men, weak social strata, smokers, persons with more than 8 missing teeth and in the group with remov-
able dentures. Almost a quarter of the population had orthodontic treatment with the highest proportion
among the 15-24-year-old (56%).
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