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Infectious diseases continue to represent a great burden to human society, being responsible for ap-
proximately 14 to 16 million deaths annually. Today, Mycobacterium tuberculosis, the causative agent
of tuberculosis, remains one of the most important infectious agents. Moreover, with the emergence
of multi drug and extensive drug resistant strains of M. tuberculosis, there is a great need for a better
understanding of the virulence strategies utilized by this pathogen. In this manuscript, we discuss some
of the strategies that have been followed to unravel virulence mechanisms utilized by M. tuberculosis.
Knowledge of these mechanisms is important to reveal potential targets that may be useful for the de-
velopment of compounds to treat tuberculosis.
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