
Publication

The effects of voting costs on the democratic process and public finances

Discussion paper / Internet publication

ID 1443316
Author(s) Hodler, Roland; Luechinger, Simon; Stutzer, Alois
Author(s) at UniBasel Stutzer, Alois ;
Year 2012
Month and day 02-01
Title The effects of voting costs on the democratic process and public finances
Series title WWZ Discussion Papers
Volume 2012
Number 02
Publisher / Institution WWZ
URL http://wwz.unibas.ch/uploads/tx_x4epublication/PostalVoting_27Jan12_01.pdf
Keywords Fiscal policies, political knowledge, postal voting, special-interest politics, voter turnout, vot-
ing costs
Increasing the attractiveness of voting is often seen as a remedy for unequal participation and the influ-
ence of special-interest groups on public policy. However, lower voting costs may also bring less informed
citizens to the poll inviting efforts to sway these voters. We substantiate this argument in a probabilistic
voting model with campaign contributions. In an empirical analysis for the 26 Swiss states, we find that
lower voting costs due to postal voting are related to higher turnout, lower average education of par-
ticipants, lower knowledge on the political issues they were deciding on as well as lower government
welfare expenditures.
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