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This research project examines civil-military relations in Switzerland between 1983 and 2008.

Civil-military relations can be described under three aspects: a) the deployment purposes of the armed
forces, b) defense structure and democratic control and c) the people’s attitude towards the military.
Most military sociologist believe that civil-military relations in European countries have changed funda-
mentally following a general set of trends as the introduction of an all-volunteer force and the increased
participation in missions abroad (PSO). Upon first glance, this trend does not seem to apply to Switzer-
land: Neither are PSO given high priority within the official assignments of the Swiss army, nor has
conscription been abolished. Therefore this thesis focuses on the public opinion towards the military.
Using representative public opinion polls from 1983-1995-1998-2005-2008 it will be analyzed, whether
public opinion has changed – as many postulate – or have remained stable – as a few other suppose.
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