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Project summary: Vulnerable patient groups face several risks that are of ethical relevance. Over-
treatment in the light of unfavourable prognosis as well as under-treatment regarding providing palliative
care until the end of life can be observed. Difficulties that the staff may have with the decision-making
process regarding limitation of treatment, possibly under economic pressure, may trigger moral distress.
Evidence for these phenomena was found in national and international literature, as well as in our own
previous research. Ethical aspects need to be integrated in practical models dedicated to problem solu-
tion. This shall be carried out in a paradigmatic way in the fields of intensive and geriatric patient care,
combined with the effort to create a general model for clinical ethical decision-making.

It is planned to elaborate a multidimensional model consisting of several modules for clinical ethical
decision-making on the ward that can improve quality in several ways by

— increasing participation of the staff involved,

— creating or supporting transparency,

— appropriately and reliably respecting the needs and rights of patients,
— including the involvement of relatives,

— integrating clinical and ethical aspects.

The project works with different methods from social science to be applied to clinical ethics research.
Both the empirical data as well as the practical experiences of developing, implementing, observing and
evaluating the instrument, will be submitted to rigorous ethical analysis, especially from the point of view
of the ethics of allocation.

Vulnerable patients such as the severely ill, old and dying, require particular attention and protection.
Although the risks of over-treatment as well as under-treatment are now being acknowledged, their
ethical significance has not been sufficiently addressed and elaborated. The same is also true for the
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perception of economic pressure at the bedside, where many questions remain open. Issues of micro-
allocation ethics require a practically relevant clinical ethical investigation, an approach that has been
greatly neglected. These objectives will be in the center of the project.

The model to be developed in the project will contribute to better meeting and managing these challenges
in the clinical setting, in an ethically reflected and participative manner. After completion of the project,
the model will be made available to other clinical institutions for their use.

Financed by
Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF)
Foundations and Associations

Add publication

Published results

823563, Albisser Schleger,H; Pargger,H; Reiter-Theil,S, "Futility” - Ubertherapie am Lebensende? Griinde
fr ausbleibende Therapiebegrenzung in Geriatrie und Intensivmedizin., Z Palliativmed, Publication:
JournalArticle (Originalarbeit in einer wissenschaftlichen Zeitschrift)

1161818, Albisser Schleger, Heidi; Oehninger, Nicole R; Reiter-Theil, Stella, Avoiding bias in medical
ethical decision-making : Lessons to be learnt from psychology research, 1386-7423, Medicine, health
care and philosophy, Publication: JournalArticle (Originalarbeit in einer wissenschaftlichen Zeitschrift)

1161822, Albisser, H.; Oehninger. N. R.,; Reiter-Theil, S., Vermeiden von Denkfehlern bei ethischen Be-
ratungsprozessen : Lektionen aus der psychologischen Entscheidungsforschung, 978-3-03735-131-4
(Schweiz) ; 978-3-8258-9308-8 (Deutschland), Ethikkonsultation heute — vom Modell zur Praxis, Publi-
cation: Book ltem (Buchkap., Lexikonartikel, jur. Kommentierung, Beitrdge in Sammelbanden etc.)

1161858, Reiter-Theil, S; Mertz, M; Meyer-Zehnder, B; Albisser Schleger, H; Kressig, R W; Pargger, H,
Klinische Ethik als Partnerschaft — oder wie eine ethische Leitlinie fir den patientengerechten Einsatz
von Ressourcen entwickelt und implementiert werden kann, 0935-7335, Ethik in der Medizin, Publica-
tion: JournalArticle (Originalarbeit in einer wissenschaftlichen Zeitschrift)

1161865, Meyer-Zehnder, B; Reiter-Theil, S, Ethische Fragen in der Geriatrie (1) ... und wo kein Wille
mehr ist, lasst sich dennoch ein Weg finden, Hessisches Arzteblatt, Publication: JournalArticle (Origi-
nalarbeit in einer wissenschaftlichen Zeitschrift)

1163026, Albisser, H; Reiter-Theil, S, Ethische Fragen in der Geriatrie (2) Altersrationierung — wis-
senschaftliche Evidenz und ethische Analyse., 1017-0421, Geriatrie Praxis, Publication: JournalArticle
(Originalarbeit in einer wissenschaftlichen Zeitschrift)

1163109, Albisser, H; Reiter-Theil, S, Ethische Fragen in der Geriatrie: Ist “ ethisch vertretbar?, Pro
Alter, Publication: JournalArticle (Originalarbeit in einer wissenschaftlichen Zeitschrift)

1163142, Reiter-Theil, S, Fairness und der angemessene Einsatz von Ressourcen am Krankenbett
— ethische Aspekte empirischer Daten, DIVI, Publication: JournalArticle (Originalarbeit in einer wis-
senschaftlichen Zeitschrift)

1193125, Meyer-Zehnder, B; Reiter-Theil, S, Ethische Fragen in der Geriatrie (1) ... und wo kein Wille
mehr ist, 1&sst sich dennoch ein Weg finden., Geriatrie Praxis, Publication: JournalArticle (Originalarbeit
in einer wissenschaftlichen Zeitschrift)

1533658, Lenherr, Gabriel; Meyer-Zehnder, Barbara; Kressig, Reto W; Reiter-Theil, Stella, To speak,
or not to speak - do clinicians speak about dying and death with geriatric patients at the end of life?,
1424-7860, Swiss medical weekly, Publication: JournalArticle (Originalarbeit in einer wissenschaftlichen
Zeitschrift)

Between Over-Treatment and Under-Treatment, ethical Problems of Micro-Allocation Taking Intensive and Geriatric Care as
Examples



1537315, Meyer-Zehnder, B.; Pargger, H.; Reiter-Theil, S., Folgt der Ablauf von Therapiebegrenzungen
auf einer Intensivstation einem Muster?, 0175-3851, Intensivmedizin und Notfallmedizin, Publication:
JournalArticle (Originalarbeit in einer wissenschaftlichen Zeitschrift)

| Add documents |

| Specify cooperation partners

Between Over-Treatment and Under-Treatment, ethical Problems of Micro-Allocation Taking Intensive and Geriatric Care as
Examples



