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Several studies have suggested an increased frequency of variants in the gene encoding angiogenin
(ANG) in patients with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS). Interestingly, a few ALS patients carrying
ANG variants also showed signs of Parkinson disease (PD). Furthermore, relatives of ALS patients
have an increased risk to develop PD, and the prevalence of concomitant motor neuron disease in PD
is higher than expected based on chance occurrence. We therefore investigated whether ANG variants
could predispose to both ALS and PD.
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