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The 52-week Therapeutic Arthritis Research and Gastrointestinal Event Trial (TARGET) investigated the
gastrointestinal and cardiovascular safety profile of lumiracoxib 400 mg once daily compared with 2 tra-
ditional nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs): ibuprofen 800 mg 3 times daily and naproxen
500 mg twice daily. Data from TARGET were analyzed to examine the effect of lumiracoxib compared
with ibuprofen and naproxen on blood pressure (BP), incidence of de novo and aggravated hyperten-
sion, prespecified edema events, and congestive heart failure. Lumiracoxib resulted in smaller changes
in BP as early as week 4. Least-squares mean change from baseline at week 4 for systolic BP was
+0.57 mm Hg with lumiracoxib compared with +3.14 mm Hg with ibuprofen (P<.0001) and +0.43 with
lumiracoxib compared with +1.80 mm Hg with naproxen (P<.0001). In conclusion, the use of lumiracoxib
and traditional NSAIDs results in differing BP changes; these might be of clinical relevance.
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