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In 2005, several groups, including the European Group for Blood and Marrow Transplantation, the Eu-
ropean Organization for Treatment and Research of Cancer, the European Leukemia Net and the Im-
munocompromised Host Society created the European Conference on Infections in Leukemia (ECIL).
The main goal of ECIL is to elaborate guidelines, or recommendations, for the management of infections
in leukemia and stem cell transplant patients. The first sets of ECIL slides about the management of in-
vasive fungal disease were made available on the web in 2006 and the papers were published in 2007.
The third meeting of the group (ECIL 3) was held in September 2009 and the group updated its previ-
ous recommendations. The goal of this paper is to summarize the new proposals from ECIL 3, based
on the results of studies published after the ECIL 2 meeting: (1) the prophylactic recommendations for
hematopoietic stem cell transplant recipients were formulated differently, by splitting the neutropenic and
the GVHD phases and taking into account recent data on voriconazole; (2) micafungin was introduced
as an alternative drug for empirical antifungal therapy; (3) although several studies were published on
preemptive antifungal approaches in neutropenic patients, the group decided not to propose any rec-
ommendation, as the only randomized study comparing an empirical versus a preemptive approach
showed a significant excess of fungal disease in the preemptive group.
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