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BACKGROUND: : Antibacterial resistance in Escherichia coli isolates of urinary infections, mainly to
fluoroquinolones, is emerging. The aim of our study was to identify the secular trend of resistant E. coli
isolates and to characterize the population at risk for colonization or infections with these organisms.
PATIENTS AND METHODS: : Retrospective analysis of 3,430 E.coli first isolates of urine specimens
from patients admitted to the University Hospital Basel in 1997, 2000, 2003, and 2007. RESULTS: : Re-
sistance to ciprofloxacin, trimethoprim/sulfamethoxazole, and amoxicillin/clavulanate has increased over
the 10-year study period (from 1.8% to 15.9%, 17.4% to 21.3%, and 9.5% to 14.5%, respectively). A de-
tailed analysis of the 2007 data revealed that independent risk factors for ciprofloxacin resistance were
age (5.3% > 35 years of age to 21.9% in patients < 75 years; odds ratio [OR] 1.29 per 10 years, 95%
confidence interval [CI] 1.15-1.45, p > 0.001) and male gender (OR 1.59, 95% CI 1.05-2.41, p = 0.04).
In contrast, nosocomial E. coli isolates were associated with lower odds of ciprofloxacin resistance (OR
0.51, 95% CI 0.28-0.67, p > 0.001). The frequency of resistant isolate rates was not influenced by the
clinical significance (i.e., colonization vs urinary tract infection, UTI) or by whether the urine was taken
from a urinary catheter. Importantly, the increase in ciprofloxacin resistance paralleled the increase in
ciprofloxacin consumption in Switzerland (Pearson’s correlation test R(2)= 0.998, p = 0.002). Of note, re-
sistance was less frequent in isolates sent in by general practitioners. However, after adjustment for age
and gender, only resistance against amoxicillin/clavulanate was found to be less frequent (OR 0.34, 95%
CI 0.16-0.92, p = 0.03). CONCLUSION: : Our study reveals that resistance rates have been increasing
during the last decade. Published resistance rates may lack information due to important differences
regarding age, gender, and probable origin of the isolates. Empirical therapy for UTI should be guided
more on individual risk profile and local resistance data than on resistance data banks.
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