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The research project on death in custody is an interdisciplinary project involving different domains from
legal medicine, international humanitarian law to human rights law. It is administered by the University
Centre for Legal Medicine of Geneva, conducted by the Academy and developed in cooperation with
the ICRC and The International Centre for Prisons Studies among others. The project is funded by the
Swiss Network for International Studies-SNIS and is designed to produce a wide database on State’s
obligation to investigate death occurring while in State’s custody in times of peace as well as during
armed conflict.

Throughout the duration of the Research a comparative analysis of the existing national or international
guidelines on investigating death in custody is carried out. This aims at drawing a comprehensive set of
minimum standards on the terms under which an effective investigation shall be launched by the State
and which shall be in line with international humanitarian law and human rights law tenets. In addition
personal interviews are held with numerous experts (from the European Committee for the Prevention
of Torture, the ICRC, relevant NGOs, etc.) in order to compare existing strategies for investigation of
deaths in custody and basic forensic techniques feasible in countries where local forensic specialists or
infrastructure are not available.

After examining the international and regional legal documents stipulating State’s obligation to inves-
tigate death in custody, the Academy will offer an online database mainly with regards to the jurispru-
dence of the leading human rights judicial bodies. Moreover, several legal contributions addressing dif-
ferent components and aspects of the obligation to investigate death in custody will be provided by the
Research team and the supervising Professors and published online at the Academy’s website and else-
where by the end of the Research.

Among other steps taken to promote this Research, an international conference on the topic was held
in Sweden in May 2010, co-organized by the Academy and other academic institutions and funded by
the European Science Foundation. The Conference attracted legal scholars as well as practitioners from
the legal medicine and international human rights fields to delve into issues related to the obligation to
investigate death in custody.

The Research is carried out by Samar Khamis, Gloria Gaggioli and Patrick Mutzenberg under the super-
vision of Professors Bernice Elger and Paola Gaeta, Director of the LL.M. programme at the Academy.
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